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ABOUT
DE CLERCQ &
PARTNERS

hd Full-service intellectual property firm
founded in 1999 with three offices in Belgium

({-) Multidisciplinary technological and legal Tields at
the forefront of the European IP scene

CD PhD profiles, research and
industry experience

THE FIRM



OUR
HISTORY

1999

Opening of our main office in
Sint-Martens-Latem, founded
by Ann De Clercq

2013

Merger with IPR manager
(Trademarks & Designs)

2024

Celebrating 25th
Anniversary

2003

Opening a second
office in Leuven

2019

Opening of a
third office
in Hasselt

=
cc
—
L
L
I
-




INTERNATIONAL
COMPETENCE,
BASED IN
BELGIUM

1.Sint-Martens-Latem
2.Leuven
3.Hasselt







MEET
THE TEAM

6

Partners

20

Patent
Attorneys

18

European Patent
Litigators

O

Trademark &
Design Attorneys

3

Patent Advisers &
Trainee Patent Attorneys

1

Trademark &
Design AttorneyTrainee

1/

Paralegals

A

Financial
personnel

2

Management
Assistants

1

IT support
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OUR PARTNERS

ANN DE CLERCQ

SAKINA BOUNAGA

Founding Partner
Managing Director

BART DE WACHTER

Partner

ANDREJ MICHALIK

LIESBET PAEMEN

Partner

KOEN VANHALST

Partner
Financial Director

Partner

Partner

OUR TEAM



OUR JUNIOR PARTNERS

TOM LIESSENS

Junior Partner
Trademark & Design Attorney
Legal Counsel

DAVID LESTHAEGHE

Junior Partner
European & Belgian Patent Attorney
European Patent Litigator

KRIS PAPPAERT

Junior Partner
European Patent Attorney
European Patent Litigator

OUR TEAM



20 EUROPEAN PATENT ATTORNEYS

ANN DE CLERCQ SAKINA BOUNAGA LIESBET PAEMEN ANDREJ MICHALK KOEN VANHALST KRIS PAPPAERT JEFF GYI

g

—
DAVID LESTHAEGHE SVEN BOGAERTS CAROLINE HENNIN ANN VIAENE GIEL VANDEMOORTELE ANNELIES DE CLERCQ LIEVE COENEGRACHTS

HANS GOESAERT KRISTA NERINCKX DELPHINE DEBRUYNE JACEK KEPA VVERONICA ROJAS DE LA PARRA SARAH THYSEN

OUR TEAM



THE LIFE SCIENCES TEAM

ANN DE CLERCQ LIESBET PAEMEN ANDREJ MICHALK KOEN VANHALST KRIS PAPPAERT JEFF GYI

B\ E

DAVID LESTHAEGHE SVEN BOGAERTS CAROLINE HENNIN ANN VIAENE GIEL VANDEMOORTELE ANNELIES DE CLERCQ

L

HANS GOESAERT DELPHINE DEBRUYNE SARAH THYSEN ANNE-LORE BEX LIEVE COENEGRACHTS

OUR TEAM



THE ENGINEERING TEAM

JEFF GYI JACEK KEPA

CAROLINE HENNIN

KRISTA NERINCKX ANNE-LORE BEX YANNICK UREEL

OUR TEAM



THE CHEMISTRY TEAM

SAKINA BOUNAGA ANDREJ MICHALK KRIS PAPPAERT

DAVID LESTHAEGHE CAROLINE HENNIN HANS GOESAERT LIEVE COENEGRACHTS

DELPHINE DEBRUYNE ANNELIES DE CLERCQ VERONICA ROJAS DE LA PARRA

FILIP VAN LYSEBETTEN ANNE-LORE BEX YANNICK UREEL

OUR TEAM



LITIGATORS

ANN DE CLERCQ SAKINA BOUNAGA LIESBET PAEMEN ANDREJ MICHALK KOEN VANHALST KRIS PAPPAERT

JEFF GYI DAVID LESTHAEGHE SVEN BOGAERTS CAROLINE HENNIN ANNELIES DE CLERCQ LIEVE COENEGRACHTS

DELPHINE DEBRUYNE JACEK KEPA \VVERONICA ROJAS DE LA PARRA SARAH THYSEN HANS GOESAERT GIEL VANDEMOORTELE

OUR TEAM



7 BELGIAN PATENT ATTORNEYS

OUR TEAM



TRAINEE PATENT ATTORNEYS

FILIP VAN LYSEBETTEN ANNE-LORE BEX YANNICK UREEL
Chemistry Life sciences Chemistry
Chemistry Engineering

Engineering

OUR TEAM



TRADEMARK TEAM

( Trademark attorneys )

JOOST MUYLLE TOM LIESSENS

NATHALIE GAILLIAERT WIEBEKE DE WACHTER

< Trademark trainee >

THOMAS BAUDEWIJN EMILY VAN MULDERS

OUR TEAM



PATENT
ATTORNEYS
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20%

Top-notch scientific/technical profiles: Engineering

PhDs and/or engineers

@ Solid language skills with ability to offer support
in at least 7 languages; English communication

40%

Life Sciences

& First-rate IP skills through extensive experience,
internal and external training and tutoring

4.0%

Chemistry




TECHNOLOGIES
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@IOINFORI\/IATICS)
@ (II\/II\/IUNOLOG\D

Q\/IEDICAL DEVICES) @IOTECHNOLOG\D
Engineering Life Sciences
(SENSING DEVICES> (BIOCHEI\/IISTR\D
(ROBOTICS) @LANT TECH NOLOG\D
CI'RANSPOR'D @HARMACEUTICAD
(ELECTRONICS) p— (FOOD TECHNOLOG\D
<I\/IANUFACTURING> @GROCHEI\/IISTR\D
@\lDUSTRIAL CHEI\/IISTR\D (coATING.@

GROCESS & REACTOR DESIG@ @OLYI\/IER CHEI\/IISTR\D
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CAREER TRACKS

Research experience

In-house IP role in the industry

Examiner at the European Patent Office




INDUSTRY EXPERIENCE

INNOGENEIES

ANN DE CLERCQ LIESBET PAEMEN

0= BASF

The Chemical Company

CAROLINE HENNIN

VERONICA ROJAS DE LA PARRA ANN VIAENE

OUR TEAM



AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

=WTR

The World's
Leading Trademark
Professionals 2025

WORLD TRADEMARK REVIEW 2025: RECOMMENDED FIRM

IPSTARS

from Managing P

PATENT

TOP TIER

2024

FIRM RANKINGS: PATENT TOP TIER

2025
IPSTARS

TRADE MARK

RANKED

TRADEMARK FIRM RANKINGS:
TIER 2 - Belgium
TIER 2 - Benelux

ManagingIP
Awards 2025

EMEA

MANAGING IP AWARDS 2025: PROSECUTION
FIRM OF THE YEAR BELGIUM

2025
IPSTARS

IP STAR

IPSTARS:

ANN DE CLERCQ - PATENT STAR
KOEN VANHALST - PATENT STAR
JOOST MUYLLE - TRADEMARK STAR

=AM

10 U 0 The World’s Leading
Patent Professionals
2025

IANM PATENT 10002025 RECOMMENDED: PATENT PROSECUTION
GOLD RANKING - PATENT PROSECUTION FOR BELGIUM
BRONZE RANKING — PATENT PROSECUTION FOR THE EPO

FINANCIAL
FT TIMES

RANKEND AMONGST EUROPE’S LEADING PATENT LAW FIRMS — 2025
SILVER RANKING - IN BIOTECHNOLOGY, FOOD & HEALTHCARE
BRONZE RANKING - IN CHEMISTRY & PHARMACY

2025
IPSTARS

TOP 250
WOMEN IN IP

TOP 250 WOMEN IN IP: ANN DE CLERCQ

OUR TEAM



AWARDS AND
RECOGNITION

(¢ With a strong track record in providing
diligence, availability and commitment, it is
no wonder that De Clercq & Partners is
heralded as the go-to law firm for patent
prosecution work in Europe”

IANM PATENT 1000, 2024
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- Recommended Firm 2024
1000

De Clercq & Partners

IAM PATENT 1000 2024 RECOMMENDED: PATENT PROSECUTION

LMG Life Sciences

o

|

Award:s EMEA 2024: Oppositic?r"mI Procedure Firm of the Year
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OUR CLIENTS
39%

Corporate

12%

Univ & research

10%

Foreign
Associates

39%

SME




OUR CLIENTS



OUR CLIENTS
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OUR CLIENTS



OUR SERVICES
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CPATENTS AND SPC’S> CI'RADEI\/IARKS) ( DESIGNS ) (COPYRIGH'I)




OUR SERVICES

LISTEN

Invention, brand or IP
question

Context, background,
competition, strategy

Type of IP protection:
- Patent

- Trademark

- Design

- Domain name

Patentability

Portfolio planning

Patent drafting, filing,
prosecution

EP validation

Renewal Tees

Trademark and design
prosecution

i-DEPOTS

PROTECT

Landscaping,
freedom to operate

Third-party
observations

Oppositions and
appeals

Descriptive seizures

Advice in litigation

UP & UPC
representation

<§ONTRAC{>

IP transfers

Licensing

IP clauses

Trade secrets

OUR SERVICES



OUR SERVICES

D)

European Patent Office
(EPO)

o'*'o

kdy

UK Patent Office
(UKIPO)

I!!!!EE:

Belgian Patent Office
(BPO)

A

' 4

Benelux Office for
Intellectual Property (BBIE)
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World Intellectual
Property Office (WIPO)

unified

patent
court

Unified Patent Court
(UPC)

O,

European Intellectual
Property Office (EUIPO)

5

Institut National de la
Propriété Industrielle (INPI)

OUR SERVICES



COMMUNICATION

( CLIENT }—

De Clercq & Partners
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\BOIP (THE HAGUED
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GPO (I\/IUNICHD
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GPO (THE HAGUED

(WI PO (GEN EVAD

UPC

(EUIPO (ALICANTED

(INPI (PARISD

GOREIGN ASSOCIATES>
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GLOBAL NETWORK

(¢ A reliable global network
through professional
associations and trusted
local agents.




Q\IATIOI\IAL ENTRIES FORDOMESTIC PCT’S (ZOZSD

GLOBAL NETWORK

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%




PATENT SEARCHING & OPINIONS

Derwent Innovation

Darts-IP

Espacenet

CAS, STN

Parent Inspiration

EXPERTS

In-house trained

Attend regular courses

Robrecht Dumarey is founding
member of Belgian Patent
Information User Group

REPORTS

Patentability opinion

Freedom to operate opinion

3rd party monitoring

Recurring updates

Statistical Analysis

OUR SERVICES



TRADEMARK SEARCHING

FULL RANGE OF SEARCHING SERVICES
- Validity

- Availability

- Infringement opinions

THIRD PARTY MIONITORING
Cost efficient watch service

ACCESS TO PRIME DATABASES
In-house subscription to Corsearch and Darts-IP

DATABASE ANALYSIS
Expertise in mining databases and in-house results analysis

OUR SERVICES



IP PROSECUTION
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Focused on obtaining
useful protection

1

Strong technological
backgrounds in i.a. research
organizationand industry

3

Many years of experience
in patent, trademark and
design prosecution

4

Extensive experience in opposition,
cancellation and revocation,

as well as an awareness for
prosecution traps




IP STRATEGY
DEVELOPMENT

2\

Experience in developing IP strategies for
spin-offs and established companies

Integration of different types of IP protection

Focus on holistic approach (patentability and FTO
availability, and distinctiveness of trademarks, etc.)

Consideration of budget constraints

l

OUR SERVICES



CONFIDENTIAL
INFORMATION

»

All European Patent Attorneys are bound by the

EPI Code of Conduct and Regulation on Discipline:

“A professional representative shall be bound not
to disclose information accepted by him in
confidence in the exercise of his duties, unless he
Is released from his obligation.”

Qe

All data is stored on company servers, no cloud
storage

Encrypted e-mail communication and password
protected attachments are possible
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TRAINING

Organise and present at public seminars,
webinars and in publications

Attorneys present IP courses at Universities

- Offer in-house company training for small or large
groups

OUR SERVICES



PRICING
STRUCTURE

< Competitive pricing Tor high quality work
C Attorney time charged per hour
¢ Schedule of charges
< Cost estimates may be provided before start of

assighment

n
L
O
=
=
oc
L
n
cc
2
®)



CONCLUSION
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D
Highest quality services tailored to Strong scientific, technological and Life sciences, chemistry and
your needs legal backgrounds engineering

4 & v,

Patents, trademarks, designs and
domain names Strong global network of associates Close client relationship




de clercq & partners

Thank you!

MAIN OFFICE LEUVEN OFFICE
Edgard Gevaertdreef 10a Silo T2

B-2830 Sint-Martens-Latem Fonteins

Belgium




